Responsive prayer

A discipleship training to equip
Christians for works of service,
so that the Body of Christ may
be built up (Ephesians 4:11-16)

40

Theme: Prayer is a dialogue
Day 1 BS Psalm 34:1-22
God responds to our prayer

Day 2

1

I will extol the LORD at all times;
his praise will always be on my lips.
2
I will glory in the LORD;
let the afflicted hear and rejoice.
3
Glorify the LORD with me;
let us exalt his name together.
4
I sought the LORD, and he answered me;
he delivered me from all my fears.
5
Those who look to him are radiant;
their faces are never covered with shame.
6
This poor man called, and the LORD heard him;
he saved him out of all his troubles.
7
The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear
him,
and he delivers them.
8
Taste and see that the LORD is good;
blessed is the one who takes refuge in him.
9
Fear the LORD, you his holy people,
for those who fear him lack nothing.
10
The lions may grow weak and hungry,
but those who seek the LORD lack no good thing.
11
Come, my children, listen to me;
I will teach you the fear of the LORD.
12
Whoever of you loves life
and desires to see many good days,
13
keep your tongue from evil
and your lips from telling lies.
14
Turn from evil and do good;
seek peace and pursue it.
15
The eyes of the LORD are on the righteous,
and his ears are attentive to their cry;
16
but the face of the LORD is against those who do evil,
to blot out their name from the earth.
17
The righteous cry out, and the LORD hears them;
he delivers them from all their troubles.
18
The LORD is close to the brokenhearted
and saves those who are crushed in spirit.
19
The righteous person may have many troubles,
but the LORD delivers him from them all;
20
he protects all his bones,
not one of them will be broken.
21
Evil will slay the wicked;
the foes of the righteous will be condemned.
22
The LORD will rescue his servants;
no one who takes refuge in him will be condemned.
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Genesis 28:10-22
God spoke to Jacob about his covenant
and Jacob responded to God

10

Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Harran. 11 When he
reached a certain place, he stopped for the night because
the sun had set. Taking one of the stones there, he put it
under his head and lay down to sleep. 12 He had a dream
in which he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with its
top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were
ascending and descending on it. 13 There above it stood
the LORD, and he said: “I am the LORD, the God of
your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give you
and your descendants the land on which you are lying.
14
Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and
you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the
north and to the south. All peoples on earth will be
blessed through you and your offspring. 15 I am with you
and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring
you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have
done what I have promised you.”
16
When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, “Surely
the LORD is in this place, and I was not aware of it.”
17
He was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place!
This is none other than the house of God; this is the gate
of heaven.”
18
Early the next morning Jacob took the stone he had
placed under his head and set it up as a pillar and poured
oil on top of it. 19 He called that place Bethel, though the
city used to be called Luz.
20
Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with
me and will watch over me on this journey I am taking
and will give me food to eat and clothes to wear 21 so that I
return safely to my father’s household, then the LORD
will be my God 22 and this stone that I have set up as a
pillar will be God’s house, and of all that you give me I
will give you a tenth.”
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Day 3

Exodus 33:12-17
God spoke to Moses about leadership
and Moses responded to God

Day 6

12

Moses said to the LORD, “You have been telling me,
‘Lead these people,’ but you have not let me know whom
you will send with me. You have said, ‘I know you by
name and you have found favor with me.’ 13 If you are
pleased with me, teach me your ways so I may know you
and continue to find favor with you. Remember that this
nation is your people.”
14
The LORD replied, “My Presence will go with you, and
I will give you rest.”
15
Then Moses said to him, “If your Presence does not go
with us, do not send us up from here. 16 How will anyone
know that you are pleased with me and with your people
unless you go with us? What else will distinguish me and
your people from all the other people on the face of the
earth?”
17
And the LORD said to Moses, “I will do the very thing
you have asked, because I am pleased with you and I know
you by name.”
Day 4

26

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent
the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a
virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a
descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The
angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly
favored! The Lord is with you.”
29
Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered
what kind of greeting this might be. 30 But the angel said
to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor
with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and
you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be
called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give
him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign
over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never
end.”
34
“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a
virgin?”
35
The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So
the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.
36
Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in
her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive
is in her sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever
fail.”
38
“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your
word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.

Psalm 40:1-3
David cried to God about his oppression
and God responded to him

1

I waited patiently for the LORD; he turned to me and
heard my cry.
2
He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and
mire; he set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm place to
stand. 3 He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise
to our God.
Many will see and fear the LORD
and put their trust in him.
Day 5

Day 7

Isaiah 38:1-8
Hezekiah spoke to God about his mortal
sickness and God responded to him

John 12:23-33
Jesus spoke to God the Father about his
deathand God responded to him

23

Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to
be glorified. 24 Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of
wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single
seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. 25 Anyone who
loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their
life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever
serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant
also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me.
27
“Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father,
save me from this hour’? No, it was for this very reason I
came to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name!”
Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and
will glorify it again.” 29 The crowd that was there and
heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel had
spoken to him.
30
Jesus said, “This voice was for your benefit, not mine.
31
Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the
prince of this world will be driven out. 32 And I, when I
am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to
myself.” 33 He said this to show the kind of death he was
going to die.

1

In those days Hezekiah became ill and was at the point of
death. The prophet Isaiah son of Amoz went to him and
said, “This is what the LORD says: Put your house in
order, because you are going to die; you will not recover.”
2
Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayed to the
LORD, 3 “Remember, LORD, how I have walked before
you faithfully and with wholehearted devotion and have
done what is good in your eyes.” And Hezekiah wept
bitterly.
4
Then the word of the LORD came to Isaiah: 5 “Go and
tell Hezekiah, ‘This is what the LORD, the God of your
father David, says: I have heard your prayer and seen your
tears; I will add fifteen years to your life. 6 And I will
deliver you and this city from the hand of the king of
Assyria. I will defend this city.
7
“‘This is the LORD’s sign to you that the LORD will do
what he has promised: 8 I will make the shadow cast by the
sun go back the ten steps it has gone down on the stairway
of Ahaz.’” So the sunlight went back the ten steps it had
gone down.
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Luke 1:26-38
God spoke through his angel to Mary about
giving birth to Jesus and Mary responded to
God
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Day 8

16

Acts 12:1-19
The congregation prayed to God about their
imprisoned leader and God acted immediately

But Peter kept on knocking, and when they opened the
door and saw him, they were astonished. 17 Peter motioned
with his hand for them to be quiet and described how the
Lord had brought him out of prison. “Tell James and the
other brothers and sisters about this,” he said, and then he
left for another place.
18
In the morning, there was no small commotion among
the soldiers as to what had become of Peter. 19 After Herod
had a thorough search made for him and did not find
him, he cross-examined the guards and ordered that they
be executed.
Then Herod went from Judea to Caesarea and stayed
there.

1

It was about this time that King Herod arrested some
who belonged to the church, intending to persecute them.
2
He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the
sword. 3 When he saw that this met with approval among
the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also. This happened
during the Festival of Unleavened Bread. 4 After arresting
him, he put him in prison, handing him over to be
guarded by four squads of four soldiers each. Herod
intended to bring him out for public trial after the
Passover.
5
So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly
praying to God for him.
6
The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter
was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains,
and sentries stood guard at the entrance. 7 Suddenly an
angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell.
He struck Peter on the side and woke him up. “Quick, get
up!” he said, and the chains fell off Peter’s wrists.
8
Then the angel said to him, “Put on your clothes and
sandals.” And Peter did so. “Wrap your cloak around you
and follow me,” the angel told him. 9 Peter followed him
out of the prison, but he had no idea that what the angel
was doing was really happening; he thought he was seeing
a vision. 10 They passed the first and second guards and
came to the iron gate leading to the city. It opened for
them by itself, and they went through it. When they had
walked the length of one street, suddenly the angel left
him.
11
Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now I know
without a doubt that the Lord has sent his angel and
rescued me from Herod’s clutches and from everything
the Jewish people were hoping would happen.”
12
When this had dawned on him, he went to the house of
Mary the mother of John, also called Mark, where many
people had gathered and were praying. 13 Peter knocked at
the outer entrance, and a servant named Rhoda came to
answer the door. 14 When she recognized Peter’s voice, she
was so overjoyed she ran back without opening it and
exclaimed, “Peter is at the door!”
15
“You’re out of your mind,” they told her. When she
kept insisting that it was so, they said, “It must be his
angel.”
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Day 9

2 Corinthians 12:7-10
Paul prayed to God about the thorn in his
flesh and God responded to him

7

or because of these surpassingly great revelations.
Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming conceited,
I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to
torment me. 8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take
it away from me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about
my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.
10
That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in
insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For
when I am weak, then I am strong.
Day 10 Matthew 21:28-32
The father in this parable spoke to his sons
about work, but only one of them responded
to him
28

“What do you think? There was a man who had two
sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work
today in the vineyard.’
29
“‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind
and went.
30
“Then the father went to the other son and said the
same thing. He answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he did not go.
31
“Which of the two did what his father wanted?”
“The first,” they answered.
Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and
the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of
you. 32 For John came to you to show you the way of
righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax
collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw
this, you did not repent and believe him.
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